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ORDINANCE NO. 2004-019 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA. 
PROVIDING FOR INTENT AND PURPOSE; PROVIDING 
FOR APPLICABILITY; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; 
PROVIDING FOR THE PROHIBITION OF DOGS ON THE 
BEACH; PROVIDING ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING FOR 
INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT; PROVIDING 
PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR INCORPORATION BY 
REFERENCE; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY: 
PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS 
AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING FOR CAPTIONS; AND 
PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the recreational use of the public beaches is a treasures: asset of Palm | 
Beach County which is afforded to the public at iarge, including residents of and visitors to 
the County; and 

WHEREAS, the manner, mode, type and degree of uses to which the public beaches | 
are placed by the public affects the health, safety and welfare as well as rigi'tto enjoyment : 
thereof by the individuals occupying or using said beaches for recreational purposes as well | 
as those residing nearby; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 125, Florida Statutes, authorizes the various counties of the | 
State of Florida to adopt regulations in the interest of the public health, safety, and the » 
general welfare of the public; and 

WHEREAS. to ensure the enjoyment of the public beaches by the general public, the 
Palm Beach County Board of County Commissioners has determined that it is in the best 
interest of the health, safety, and the general welfare of the public to pruhibit dogs on ° 
beaches in unincorporated Palm Beach County which are readily accessik»e to the public. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY : 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, F!_ORIDA, that: 
Section 1. INTENT AND PURPOSE: 


Itis the intent and purpose of this Ordinance to protect and promote the health, safety, 


and welfare of the public at large, including residents and visitors to Palm Beach County by 


providing reasonable regulations of tke public’s use and conduct on the beach. Itis further 


intended that this Ordinance shall be liberally construed to effect such intent and purpose 


Section 2. APPLICABILITY: 
This Ordinance shail apply to all beaches in the unincorporated areas of Palm Beach 
County, Florida, except those that are located within County parks wnere dogs are 


prohibited from beaches pursuant to park rules and regulations, Ordinance No. 96-44, as 


may be amended from time to time. This Ordinance shall not apply to beaches which do not © 


have unrestricted public access from a public roadway. 


Section 3. DEFINITIONS: 


A. “Beach” shall mean all sandy beach areas adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean : 


inland of the low water mark within the confines of Palm Beach County outside the limits of : 


any municipality and outside any County park. 
B. “Dog” shail mean the domestic dog, Canis familiaris. 


C. “Person” snall mean natural persons, including firms, associations, joint 


veniures, partnerships, estates, trusts, business trusts, syndicates, fiduciaries. corporations, 


and all other groups and combinations. 


Section 4. DOGS ON THE BEACH: 


It shall be unlawful for any person who owns, or has under his conirol, any dog, to . 


permit such dog, by intent or neglect, to go upon the beach. This Ordinance shall not apply 
to: 
A. Any dog, as defined under the American Disabilities Act, Rules and 


Regulations Regarding Service Animals, 28 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 36, 


Subpart A-Generai 36.104, trained to aid individuais with a disability, including but not ' 


limited to sight impaired persons or hearing impaired persons. Such dog must actually be 
used to assist such Dersons upon the beach. 


B. Police dogs owned by any state, county or municipal police department or any 


state or federal law enforcement agency, which has been trained to aid law enforcement ° 


officers and is actually being used for police work purposes upon the beach. 
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Section 5. ENFORCEMENT: 

A. The provisions of this Ordinance shall be enforceable by law enforcement 
officers within their jurisdiction. 

B. This Ordinance is enforceable by all means provided by law. Additionally, the - 
County may choose to enforce this Ordinance by seeking injunctive relief in the Circuit Court 
of Palm Beach County. In addition to the enforcement procedures provided herein, this | 
Ordinance may be enforced by any other means provided by law, by actions at law and in 


equity, and if the County prevails in such action, the County shall be entitled to its costs and | 


reasonable attorney’s fees incurred in such action. 


Section 6. INTERFERENCE WITH ENFORCEMENT: 


A. It shall be a violation of this Ordinance for any person to knowingly hinder, 3 
resist or oppose any law enforcement officer in the performance of his/her duties. 
B. It shall be a violation of this Ordinance for any person to knowingly provide any | 
law enforcement officer with false information. : 
Section 7. PENALTY: | 
Failure to comply with the provisions set forth in this Ordinance shall constitute a | 


violation of a County Ordinance and shall be punished upon conviction, pursuant to Section | 
125.69(1), Florida Statutes, by a fine not to exceed $500.00 per violation per day for as long : 
as the violation continues or imprisonment not exceeding sixty (60) days, or both fine and ! 
imprisonment. 

Section 8. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE: 

The foregoing recitals to this Ordinance are. expressly incorporated herein by | 
reference and made a part hereof. | 
Section 9. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT: | | 

All local laws and ordinances in conflict with any provisions of this Ordinance are ! 


hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 
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Section 10. SEVERABILITY: 


If any section. paragraph, sentence, clause. phrase, or word of this Ordinance is for ` 


any reason held by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, inoperative. or 
void, such holding shall not affect the remainder of this Ordinance. 


Section 11. INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES: 


The provisions of this Ordinance shall become and be made a part of the Palm ` 


Beach County Code. The sections of this Ordinance may be renumbered or relettered to 
accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" may be changed to "section,”" 
appropriate word. i 

Section 12. CAPTIONS: 

The captions, section headings, and section designations used in this Ordinance are 
for convenience only and shall have no effect on the interpretation of the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

Section 13. EFFECTIVE DATE: 


The provisions of this Ordinance shall become effective upon filing with the 


Department of State. 


APPROVED and ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach | 


County, Florida, on this the _ 13 day of ___ July , 2004. 


Sa 


DOROTHY H. W. EKEN! CLERK, PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORiDA, BY ITS 
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
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APPROVED AS TO TORNA 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 


EFFECTIVE DATE: Filed with the Department of State on the 21 __ day of 


JULY 2004. 
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at West Palm ih FL on 
DOROTHY H. WILKEN, Glerk l 


D.C. 
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